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ABSTRACT 
 

Each child now born faces a world that is in a number of ways essentially different from the world 
previous generations were facing. It is a world whose essential problems are complex rather than 
linear, requiring conscious human beings to interact with such problems in a complex manner. It 
is also a world in which changes occur at a rate that makes it impossible to be prepared for 
change in any other way than by being prepared to interact intelligently and constructively with 
uncertainty. It is furthermore a world that is the healthy product of a history of human 
development that has allowed us to be diverse in such respects as the worldviews we entertain, 
the cultures we share, the languages we speak, and the ways in which we deal with problems. It 
is essential to care for and nurture such diversity, a challenge that is particularly interesting – and 
acute – in view of the high level of interconnectedness we now experience thanks to technologies 
such as the Internet and satellite communication. Finally, it is a world that, if together we don't 
deal with it the right way, is at a greater risk than ever to simply disappear. 
 
The opportunities, challenges and dangers of our time require deep reflection on the question: 
What does it mean to be a good human being, to live responsively and responsibly, to play a 
constructive role in and be a harmonious part of the evolutionary history of a diverse species that 
has a unique opportunity to elevate its shared consciousness to the next higher level. The way 
we prepare the conditions for all of us to learn in that world, starting with the very young, has 
everything to do with the search for intelligent answers to the above question. 
 
 

PRESENTATION 
 

A link to a PDF version of the PowerPoint slides of the above presentation can be found on the 
following Web page: http://www.learndev.org/RediscoveringChildhood.html. 
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Note: A lecture – thus also a keynote lecture – is as such an insufficient means to generate deep 
learning. I hope we will further develop our learning through the interaction that follows during the 
symposium and the conference and, if you are interested, online – by email or otherwise.  
Some may for instance be interested in participating in the forthcoming online discussion on To 
school, or not to school: is that the question? This discussion is hosted by the Higher Education 
Learning Professionals (HELP) network on Collaboration Across Borders (www.cabweb.net) from 
14 to 27 April 2006. I am the facilitator for the discussion. If you are interested, find out more by 
clicking on the relevant link on the homepage of www.learndev.org.  


